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Q    Can the Executive Member responsible for the decision to consider charging for car parking at Golden Acre Park please advise why they ignored the previous feedback last year when this was first considered and did not resolve or mitigate the issues that were raised before starting this year’s consultation?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
The proposal last year was much broader and was never formally consulted on. Much of the informal feedback that was received was more focused on community parks than specifically on Golden Acre, which is a City Park. By consulting on an individual park at a time, it allows users to highlight issues and for us to work through those if a scheme is brought forward.

Q     Can the Executive Member responsible please advise how much income they expect to make from car park charges at Golden Acre?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
Any income raised via car park charges would contribute to costs association with delivering surface improvements, bay marking, signage and ongoing maintenance.  Income raised would be dependent on the level of charges and these, along with a detailed assessment of improvement works required would be considered in the light of relevant factors to inform a decision in due course.

Q    Can the Executive Member responsible please advise what the proposed car parking charges at Golden Acre park are and what is the cost of the proposed season ticket?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
The charges will be determined on the back of the consultation responses - this only closed on 5th November and is still being analysed.

Q    Can the Executive Member responsible please advise that if they intend bringing in a season ticket option for car parking at Golden Acre Park, whether this will also cover all the other Council-owned car parks across the city including Temple Newsam etc.?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
This will be determined on the back of the consultation responses, which only closed on 5th November and is still being analysed.

Q    Can the Executive Member responsible please advise whether they have advised the business operating the Ice Cream Van at Golden Acre Park that their business may be affected by proposed car parking charges?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
The ice cream concession at Golden Acre is due for re-tender imminently, with the successful applicant starting in the new financial year. Any potential bidders will be made aware of the proposal.

Q     Can the Executive Member responsible please set out the business case for car park charging at Golden Acre Park?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
The consultation document outlined the Council financial position and the need to focus on statutory services.  There is no statutory duty to provide parks and therefore introducing a modest parking charge would help fund car park surface improvements, bay marking, and ongoing maintenance.

Q    Can the Executive Member responsible please explain to residents why they should pay for car parking at Golden Acre Park when they already pay Council Tax?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
Councils have a statutory obligation to balance their books whilst also delivering a number of vital frontline services. We have successfully done this every year—despite our costs and demand for services increasing, and core government funding having more than halved since 2010. Increases in council tax receipts do not cover this gap. Unless significant action is taken across the council, the local authority is on track to spend nearly £30 million more than our budget legally allows. 

 

Senior councillors and officers have discussed a range of additional proposals to find further savings across the entire organisation which include staffing reductions of up to 750 posts, building closures, and sales of council assets. It is in this context that we are also consulting with residents to understand the public’s views on proposals to introduce parking charges at Golden Acre and Otley Chevin Forest Park. 

Many local authorities charge for parking at public parks. While the exact rates of charges is undecided and will be informed by responses to the consultation, we commit to keeping them reasonably priced. We’re also proposing that blue badge holders would be exempt from charges and that regular users of the parks would be able to save money by purchasing an annual season ticket.

Our proposal would enable us to bring forward immediate improvements at the two sites including new bay markings, disabled parking, height restriction barriers, and improving the parking surface to address potholes. Any revenue from charges would be used to support the £10.2 million cost of maintaining and improving the city’s valuable green spaces, ensuring that we can continue to do so whilst helping relieve the financial pressure on other council services.

Q   Can the Executive Member responsible please explain to residents who want to go to Golden Acre Park how they can expect to get there by public transport given that there is only 1 bus route to Golden Acre and that service is unreliable, and anyone coming from a direction other than the A660 has no public transport option?

A
Executive Member for Climate, Energy, Environment and Green Space
Leeds City Council has no responsibility or powers to determine bus routes, frequency, fares, or bus standards. These choices are currently determined by the private bus companies operating in West Yorkshire. 
If Members have views on these issues, I would remind them that the Mayor of West Yorkshire and the West Yorkshire Combined Authority are currently seeking views on how best to reform the way that local buses are governed across our region, and would strongly encourage them to participate in this consultation before 7th January.

While there is only one bus service which serves the park, the bus network in Leeds in conjunction with day tickets allows people to interchange and use multiple buses to undertake their journey at a cost of £4.50 per day.

However, we expect that most visitors currently driving to Golden Acre Park will continue to do so, even after the potential introduction of parking charges, as doing so will continue to be cheaper for most people than the cost of a return fare or day ticket travelling by bus. Many local authorities across the country charge for parking at major parks and other attractions.

Q     Will the Executive Member responsible for the changes to the road system in Leeds City Centre please apologise to all the residents who have been fined for going into a bus gate or bus lane given that she is the one that has caused absolute chaos and mayhem not to mention stress and worry because the signs are not at all clear?

A
Executive Member for Sustainable Development and Infrastructure
The changes in the City Centre over the last 5-10 years are a consequence of the feedback received from the City Conferences in 2008 and 2010 and subsequent public consultations, most notably the city-wide Transport Conversation in 2016 and those associated with the development of the latest Transport Strategy in 2021. Feedback has been consistent throughout in terms of the need to promote public transport, walking, cycling and improving the environment and public realm. Added to this, the Council has had to take action to improve air quality, particularly in areas that exceeded the legal limit such as Neville Street. 

There have been extensive communications over the proposals and changes in recent years and the restrictions are clearly signed; in many instances, multiple additional signs have been deployed. Further information and maps are available online.

The network of city centre bus gates and bus lanes aims to improve bus journey time reliability and speed up bus journeys by reducing or removing general traffic levels from bus routes. On parts of the network that are not still affected by construction work, the new bus gates are helping to achieve this outcome. This helps to make buses a more attractive and viable mode of transport for Leeds residents and visitors, which in turn, helps the Council to deliver on its commitments to tackling the climate emergency, achieving inclusive growth and promoting health and wellbeing. The introduction of bus gates in the city centre has enabled the closure of City Square to general traffic. In-turn, this has allowed the creation of a large public pedestrianised space, which helps to make Leeds a more attractive place to live, work and visit. Similarly, bus gates on the southern, eastern and northern sides of the city centre core helped to enable the creation of new public realm areas at New Briggate, Cookridge Street and the Corn Exchange, as well as wider footways and more pedestrian-friendly junctions.
Between 2016 and 2021, the council consulted extensively on the schemes that delivered the bus gates and the strategies that underpinned those schemes. The public and stakeholders told us that they wanted to see faster and more reliable bus services. They also told us they supported reduced levels of general traffic in the city centre. When the Council consulted on specific scheme proposals, the bus gates and bus lanes were included on the plans. Certain key bus gates, such as the City Square bus gate, featured prominently in the consultation efforts. This consultation comprised both in-person events and online forms. All of these consultations indicated there was support for the proposed bus gates and bus lanes.

During and after the delivery of the schemes that delivered the bus gates, the Council has delivered a major public communications campaign to inform road users about the new bus gate. This has taken the form of press releases, social media posts, letters delivered to local residents and businesses and face-to-face meetings with stakeholders. The Council recognises that recent schemes have brought about a major change to the city centre highway network and there will inevitably be a period of adjustment. For this reason, warning notices were issued to road users for a period of time after the introduction of new bus gates, prior to the issuing of Penalty Charge Notices. A plan illustrating the location of the bus gates and bus lanes, which shows how road users can access key destinations without passing through the bus gates, has been prepared and disseminated through various media. A second plan has been prepared setting out how road users can access blue badge parking areas. 

All existing bus gates in the city centre have been provided with clear signage (a) on the approaches to the bus gates and (b) at the point of restriction. This signage advises road users of the nature of the restriction and the routes that can be taken to avoid the restriction. For every bus gate, a signed “escape route” has been provided at the point of restriction, so that road users are not forced to pass through the bus gate. An “escape route” is an unrestricted road that road users can use to avoid passing through the bus gate. Road users therefore always have an option to avoid passing through the bus gate. Furthermore, for certain major bus gates (such as City Square and East Parade) additional advisory signage has been provided around the city at key decision points on the network, advising road users that these routes are not open to through traffic. 

Although digital navigation platforms such as Waze and Google Maps are only tools and cannot be relied upon exclusively, to our knowledge the most commonly utilised platforms accurately route road users away from the new bus gates. Since the closure of City Square, the Council has deployed a large number of temporary direction and information signs to supplement the permanent signage changes, which direct traffic away from City Square and East Parade.

Q     Can the Executive Member responsible advise Council how much of the additional £8.3 billion that has been provided by the Government, to Councils, to help them maintain local roads, has been allocated to this Council and can they publish a list of the roads that will have additional maintenance work funded from this money?

A
Executive Member for Sustainable Development and Infrastructure
“Network North: Transforming British Transport” contained a wide range of announcements relating to further phases of HS2 and transport projects and funding commitments across the country. 
One such included the statement ‘Record investment of £8.3 billion to fix the blight of potholes on roads up and down the country’.  

We understand that DfT are currently working through the commitments presented within Network North and await further details around location and distribution of any new funding.
Once further details are received around the funding and spend requirements, a review of our current programme will take place and expand, as appropriate to target those assets where need is deemed greatest, in accordance with our strategic asset management approach.
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